Anogenital warts contributing to the risk of squamous intraepithelial lesions among HIV-positive women of São Paulo, Brazil.
Unsafe sexual practices may expose HIV-positive women to high-grade squamous intraepithelial lesions (SIL) and to infection with oncogenic human papillomavirus (HPV) types. A cross sectional study of 141 HIV-positive women was designed to evaluate risk factors for the development of cervico-vaginal SIL and HPV-DNA detection/typing. Uni- and multivariate forward stepwise analysis was used to determine the relationship between risk variables and HPV infection and between risk behaviour, HPV and HIV infection with development of SIL. Univariate analysis showed that HPV-DNA infection was related to previous and recurrent anogenital warts, male genital warts and cytological alteration. For final multivariate analysis, both HPV type (undetermined- and high-risk, OR=29.3 and 112.0, respectively) were statistically associated (P=0.019) with high-grade cervico-vaginal SIL. The presence of anogenital warts as well as high- and undetermined-risk HPV infection may alert to cyto/histopathological alterations. These results point out the importance of the use of barrier methods and routine early genitoscopy/treatment for HIV-infected partners.